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ABSTRACT 
This article delves into the potential advantages of implementing a text based approach within K-
13 curriculum in senior high school. It underscores the increasing importance of critical thinking and 
communication skills in today's educational landscape and argues that a text-based approach offers a 
promising avenue for enhancing the learning experience. By immersing students in a variety of texts, 
this method not only cultivates their communication skills but also fosters a deeper understanding of 
complex subjects through the analysis and interpretation of written materials. Students who actively 
engage with diverse texts and hone their analytical and critical thinking abilities are better prepared to 
meet the challenges of both the workforce and higher education. Furthermore, the article contends that 
by incorporating a text-based approach into the K–13 curriculum, senior high school students can be 
equipped with the necessary tools for future success. This approach not only empowers students to 
navigate academic and professional environments with confidence but also nurtures their intellectual 
growth and adaptability. Ultimately, the article advocates for the adoption of a text-based curriculum 
as a means of fostering holistic development and preparing students for the multifaceted demands of 
the 21st-century world. 
Keywords: Need For A Text-Based Approach, Benefit Of Text-Based, Prepare Students. 
 

1. Introduction 
 

The article uses a theoretical study backed by library research to examine the 
possible benefits of integrating a text-based approach into senior high school K–13 curricula. 
In light of the growing focus on communication and critical thinking abilities in today's 
classrooms, the article argues that a text-based approach can significantly improve student 
learning. The research technique emphasizes the importance of text-based learning in the 
development of critical analysis and effective communication skills through a thorough 
analysis of the body of current literature, educational theories, and empirical studies.  

This method improves students' conversational skills and fosters a deeper 
comprehension of difficult subjects by emphasizing the interpretation and analysis of written 
texts. Students are better prepared for the challenges of both higher education and the 
workforce when they engage with a variety of texts and develop analytical and critical thinking 
abilities. The results show that senior high school students can be equipped with the critical 
abilities required for their future success by implementing a text-based approach into the K–13 
curriculum. The article ends by highlighting the benefits of a text-based approach both 
theoretically and practically, as well as how crucial it is to modern education 

 

2. Methodology 
 

This would involve analyzing existing research on text-based approaches (TBA) and 
the K-13 curriculum in Indonesia. The focus would be on understanding how TBA aligns with 
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the K-13 framework’s goals of critical thinking, creativity, and character development in 
senior high schools. The review would explore the rational for TBA under K-13, its potential 
advantages, and any challenges it might be present. It could also examine real-world 
implication by looking at exiting case studies or pilot programs that utilize TBA. However, this 
approach would not involve collecting new data through surveys, interviews, or classroom 
observations.  

 
Literature Review  

Indonesia's K–13 curriculum, which aims to promote students' critical thinking, 
creativity, and character, places a strong emphasis on an all-encompassing and integrated 
approach to education. Using a text-based approach can be an effective teaching tactic in this 
context. This study of the literature investigates the rationale, advantages, difficulties, and 
real-world implications of introducing a text-based curriculum in senior high schools under 
the K–13 framework. 

 
a) Text-Based Methodology in Language Teaching 

The foundation of the text-based approach (TBA) is genre-based education, which 
views texts as tools for meaning-making in particular social settings. According to Martin and 
Rose (2008), TBA improves students' communicative ability by assisting them in 
comprehending and producing texts in a variety of genres. This method is consistent with the 
social constructivist theory of Vygotsky (1978), which highlights the use of cultural resources 
and social interaction in the learning process. 

 
b) K–13 Curriculum Goals 

The K–13 curriculum creates a favorable atmosphere for TBA by emphasizing 
character development, critical thinking, and contextual learning. Higher-order thinking 
abilities are encouraged, student-centered learning is encouraged, and knowledge integration 
across disciplines are the goals of the curriculum. According to Kemendikbud (2013). 

 

3. Finding and Discussions 
A. The need for a text-based approach  
1. Developing critical thinking skills  

The current state of education places a strong emphasis on the need for pupils to 
have strong critical thinking abilities. Students that practice critical thinking are better 
equipped to evaluate data, decide wisely, and resolve challenging issues. By requiring 
students to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information from multiple books, a text-based 
approach helps them develop these crucial abilities (Sultan at al., (2018). Students who read 
extensively develop critical thinking skills that are useful in both academic and practical 
settings. These skills include challenging presumptions, spotting biases, and analyzing 
arguments.  

People can spot and fix such errors in reasoning by challenging presumptions and 
looking into the underlying causes. Furthermore, acknowledging and correcting biases 
ensures that conclusions are grounded in factual data rather than subjective opinions or 
emotional impacts. Moreover, dissecting arguments entails dissecting intricate reasoning into 
its constituent elements, assessing the merits of each element, and reaching wellinformed 
conclusions. When combined, these abilities help people make wise judgments, assess 
information critically, and interact with others in a productive manner.  

  
2. Enhancing communication skills  

Effective communication is another cornerstone of student success. Students can 
enhance their reading and writing abilities, which are essential for efficient communication, 
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by using a text-based approach. Through assignments including article writing, discussion 
participation, and analysis presentations, students develop their ability to express themselves 
coherently and convincingly (Bean &Melzer, 2021). This improves their academic 
performance and equips them with the skills necessary for successful communication in the 
workplace.  

By improving their writing and reading abilities, students prepare themselves for 
effective communication in the workplace. This involves the capacity for clear communication 
of concepts, considerate interaction with others, and the ability to communicate complicated 
information succinctly. Students who have good communication skills are therefore more 
equipped to succeed in the workplace and accomplish their objectives. By highlighting the 
value of efficient communication in the classroom, teachers may assist students in acquiring 
the abilities that will benefit them in their future employment. Numerous tactics, such 
including writing-intensive courses, promoting active engagement in class discussions, and 
giving students the chance to exhibit their work to peers and teachers, might help achieve 
this.  
 
3. Addressing pedagogical areas 

A comprehensive texted-based approach in education addresses multiple pedagogical 
areas, including cognitive, affective, psychomotor, and social domains, ensuring holistic 
development.  
a) Cognitive development. 

A text-based approach encourages pupils to think critically, analyze material, and 
synthesize it, which naturally enhances cognitive development. Through the process of 
working through a variety of texts, students enhance their comprehension of difficult 
subject, remember it, and apply it to novel contexts. This fosters a better comprehension 
of the subject matter and improves their capacity for problem-solving and intellectual 
growth (Sultan et al., 2018). 

b) Affective Development. 
Students' emotions, values, and attitudes are all part of affective development, which can 
be fostered by interacting with a variety of texts. Students can develop empathy, self-
awareness, and emotional intelligence through literature in particular, as it exposes them 
to a variety of cultures, experiences, and viewpoints. This helps foster a more empathetic 
and inclusive perspective in pupils as well as a greater respect for diversity (Berkenkotter 
& Huckin, 2016). 

c) Psychomotor Development  
Psychomotor abilities can also be improved with a text-based approach, even though they 
are frequently disregarded, particularly when combined with practical exercises. Students 
can, for example, take part in plays based on literary works, make illustrations from text, 
or work in groups on projects that need them to physically interact with the things they 
are studying. Engaging in these activities can enhance coordination and fine motor 
abilities while strengthening cognitive learning (Bean & Melzer, 2021). 

d) Social Development. 
Through encouraging group learning and discussion, a text-based method also promotes 
social development. Students may communicate with one another, share ideas, and give 
helpful criticism through cooperative projects, peer evaluations, and group talks. Vital 
social skills like cooperation, attentive listening, and polite conversation are fostered in 
these exchanges with the pupils. Furthermore, while mutual respect and understanding 
are critical for both personal and professional relationships, discussing and debating 
different points of view helps to cultivate it (Bean & Melzer, 2021). 
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4. Enhancing Language competencies  
A text based approach in education significantly contributes to the development of 

various language competencies, encompassing linguistic, sociolinguistic, discourse, and 
strategic skills, all of which are essential for effective communication and comprehension. 
a) Linguistic Competence  

The ability to master language's fundamentals, including syntax, phonology, and 
vocabulary, is known as linguistic competence. By exposing students to a wide range of 
texts, a text-based approach improves their comprehension and application of these 
essential language skills. Students who receive this exposure benefit from improved 
pronunciation and intonation, a larger vocabulary, and an understanding of intricate 
grammatical structures. Through engaging with carefully written texts, students can 
improve their general language competency by modeling their language use on high-
quality examples (Sultan et al., 2018). 

b) Sociolinguistic Competence 
The capacity to utilize language correctly in a variety of social situations is known as 
sociolinguistic competence. Students who study literature, historical documents, and 
other media are exposed to a broad spectrum of social relationships and cultural 
situations through text-based instruction. Students get the ability to modify their language 
usage in accordance with the expectations, values, and social conventions of various 
societies as a result of this experience. This involves being aware of and effectively utilizing 
various dialects, registers, and forms of address. According to Hymes (1972), this kind of 
competency is essential for polite and successful communication in a variety of 
social contexts. 

c) Discourse Competence  
Discourse competency is the capacity to create and comprehend written and spoken texts 
that make sense. A text-based approach helps students acquire abilities in logically 
organizing their thoughts and presenting information in an ordered way by exposing them 
to a variety of discourse genres and formats. Mastering the use of cohesive devices, 
rhetorical frameworks, and discourse markers to improve the coherence and fluidity of 
their communication is part of this. According to Berkenkotter and Huckin (2016), 
students may effectively develop and dismantle arguments, narratives, and explanations 
through engaging in activities such as article writing, debates, and presentations. 

d) Strategic Competence 
Strategic competency is the capacity to apply tactics to improve communication 
effectiveness and overcome obstacles. Using a text-based approach gives pupils the tools 
they need to comprehend and use language in a variety of situations. Paraphrasing, 
summarizing, deducing meaning from context, and adopting repair techniques when 
communication breaks down are some of these ways. Through the application of these 
tactics, students gain proficiency in managing novel vocabulary, intricate grammar, and 
demanding communicative scenarios. Maintaining good communication in a variety of 
circumstances requires this adaptation (Canale & Swain, 1980). 

 
5. Facilitating language transfer  

A text-based approach also significantly enhances language transfer, which is the 
ability to apply skills and knowledge from one language or context to another. This capability 
is crucial in a multicultural and multilingual world where cross-linguistic and cross-contextual 
communication is increasingly common. 
a) Cross-Linguistic Transfer 

The ability to transfer linguistic knowledge from one language to another is known as 
cross-linguistic transfer. Students learn to identify similarities and variations in vocabulary, 
syntax, and grammar between languages by interacting with a range of literature. Their 
comprehension of both their native language and any new languages they are learning can 
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be improved by this comparative study. For instance, knowing how complicated English 
sentences are put together might aid students in learning how comparable structures are 
used in languages like French or Spanish. This enhances their overall linguistic awareness 
and adaptability in addition to increasing their multilingualism (Cummins, 2007). 

b) Cross-Contextual Transfer 
Applying linguistic abilities from one context to another is known as cross-contextual 
transfer. Students are exposed to a wide range of contexts through a text-based approach 
through a variety of genres and disciplines, including literary works, historical documents, 
and scientific studies. Students who have this exposure are better able to acquire a 
flexible set of language skills that they can use in a variety of social, professional, and 
academic contexts. The practical relevance of these talents can be seen in the 
transferability of skills like as data analysis and synthesis from scientific papers to 
corporate reports (Bean & Melzer, 2021). 

c) Cultural Transfer  
The ability to comprehend and incorporate cultural nuances and views into language use 
is known as cultural transfer, and it is facilitated by text-based approaches. Students' 
intercultural competence is improved when they read writings written by authors from 
other cultural backgrounds. This helps them recognize and respect cultural variety. This is 
especially crucial in the worldwide world of today, where cultural context awareness is 
frequently necessary for effective communication. Students can negotiate cross-cultural 
relationships more skillfully in multicultural communities, international business, and the 
global media by honing this sensitivity (Berkenkotter & Huckin, 2016). 

d) Cognitive Transfer  
Applying cognitive techniques acquired in one environment to address issues in another is 
known as cognitive transfer. Students learn higher-order thinking abilities like critical 
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation using a text-based method. These cognitive techniques 
are not limited to language arts; they can also be applied in science, math, and social 
studies. For instance, the critical thinking talents acquired via literary analysis might 
improve one's capacity for problem-solving in scientific investigations or in business 
strategy (Sultan et al., 2018). 

 
6. Leveraging Corpus Linguistic  

Incorporating corpus linguistic into a text-based approach can greatly enhance 
students’ understanding and use of language by proving empirical insights into resl-world 
language use. Corpus linguistic involves the study of language through larger collections of 
text (corpora) that are analyzed using computational tools to identify patterns, frequencies, 
and structure. 
a) Empirical Language Learning 

Students can learn language based on real usage rather than prescribed norms thanks to 
corpus linguistics. Students can examine how language is utilized in various genres, 
registers, and settings by scrutinizing corpora. Students can better comprehend linguistic 
variances such regional dialects, business jargon, and casual speech with the use of this 
empirical technique. Their exposure to the actual world improves their language flexibility 
and competency (McEnery & Hardie, 2012). 

b) Enhanced Vocabulary and Grammar Acquisition 
Students can investigate word, phrase, and grammar structure frequency and collocation 
by using corpora. This aids in their ability to recognize typical usage patterns and 
comprehend the subtleties of syntax and word meanings in context. Students can be 
taught, for instance, whether adjectives go well with which nouns or how particular verbs 
are usually formed in various tenses. Their vocabulary and grammatical accuracy both 
increase with this data-driven approach to language acquisition (Biber, Conrad, & Reppen, 
1998). 
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c) Development of Analytical Skills 
Students that work with corpus linguistics develop their analytical abilities as they discover 
how to decipher and evaluate linguistic data. Utilizing software tools, students can 
compare texts, look for linguistic patterns, and create statistical summaries. Through this 
process, they improve their critical thinking abilities and acquire the capacity to perform 
in-depth linguistic analysis. These analytical abilities are applicable to other professional 
and academic fields where the use of data analysis and evidence-based reasoning is 
essential (McEnery & Hardie, 2012). 

d) Improved Writing and Editing Skills 
 It is also possible to use corpus linguistics to help students become better writers and 

editors. Through a comparative analysis of professional corpora and their own writing, 
students are able to pinpoint areas of style, coherence, and appropriateness 
improvement. For example, they can examine how passive versus active voice is used in 
academic writing or how frequently specific rhetorical strategies appear in works intended 
to persuade. Students can improve their writing to conform to the standards of particular 
genres and audiences by using this comparative analysis (Biber, Conrad, & Reppen, 1998). 

e) Support for Language Teaching  
Corpus linguistics provides useful tools and approaches for teaching languages to 
teachers. Teachers can use corpora to build focused exercises that address common 
language problems, data-driven activities, and realistic learning materials. Furthermore, by 
incorporating insights from corpus analysis, curriculum designers and instructional 
strategists may guarantee that their efforts are based on empirical evidence of language 
use (McEnery & Hardie, 2012). 

 
7. Addressing diverse learning needs  

A text-based approach accommodates a range of learning styles and demands. 
Students are introduced to a range of viewpoints and disciplines by incorporating a number 
of texts, including literary works, scientific papers, historical documents, and topical 
reflections (Berkenkotter & Huckin, 2016). Because of this diversity, education is more 
inclusive and engaging for a wider range of interests and learning styles. Furthermore, the 
breadth and depth of texts used in this approach can help students who need more practice 
with critical reading and analysis while challenging advanced students.  

Students who require further practice with critical reading and analysis can also 
benefit from the amount and variety of texts used in a text-based approach. Students can 
improve their ability to assess evidence, recognize biases, and synthesize knowledge by being 
exposed to a range of literature. Furthermore, advanced students may find the texts' intricacy 
and subtlety challenging, which will motivate them to reflect more carefully and critically on 
the subject matter. Moreover, a text-based strategy can be modified to accommodate 
students with various learning preferences. For instance, visual learners can gain from the use 
of diagrams, pictures, and other visual aids, and auditory learners can interact with podcasts 
or audio recordings.  
  
B. Benefits of a text-based approach  
1. Deeper subject comprehension  

Beyond rote memorization, a text-based method promotes a deeper comprehension 
of the subjects being studied. Students can delve into the nuances of difficult ideas through 
text analysis. They become adept at spotting the underlying presumptions writers make, 
whichforces them to consider their own viewpoints. Contextual analysis is another essential 
component. Students can learn about the author's intentions and possible prejudices by 
comprehending the historical context of a book. Additionally, understanding the author's 
objective helps students understand the text's key idea and the strategies employed to make it 
(Harvey & Goudvis, 2007). This frequently entails analyzing the author's word choice, 
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supporting details, and textual organization. Students advance beyond surface-level 
comprehension and gain a deeper understanding of the material by using these critical 
thinking abilities.  

  
2. Vocabulary development  

More beneficial than mechanical memorizing, engaging with a range of books 
exposes pupils to new terminology in a natural context. When children write in a variety of 
styles, they are exposed to new vocabulary within a context that makes sense (Back at al., 
2013). This illustrates how these terms are employed in context and aids in their 
understanding of their meaning. Their overall language proficiency is enhanced and their 
capacity for effective communication is strengthened by this exposure to a wide vocabulary.  

  
3. Information literacy  

One of the most important ways to develop critical information literacy abilities is 
through a text-based curriculum. By looking at the credentials of the author, the standing of 
the publisher, and the publication date, students learn how to recognize reliable sources 
(Rieh, 2002). By taking into account the data put out, the author's possible biases, and the 
general caliber of the source, they also learn how to critically analyze material. Ultimately, via 
interacting with other points of view, students acquire the capacity to formulate their own 
well- informed opinions on intricate matters.   

They gain the ability to evaluate the available data, take into account other 
viewpoints, and draw their own judgments. In today's information-rich environment, when 
expressing independent ideas and critically assessing information are key to success in 
academic and professional contexts, these information literacy abilities are vital for success.  
  
C. Preparing students for higher education and the workforce  
1. Equipping researchers  

Research skills are critical to many vocations and higher education. These abilities are 
trained on in a text-based curriculum. Through navigating a variety of sources, including 
articles, journals, and historical records, students learn to recognize pertinent ones, evaluate 
data critically, and combine findings to create their own arguments that are well-supported 
(Kurfiss, 1988). Their exposure to this kind of learning equips them for the research-intensive 
atmosphere of college and the effective collection and analysis of data required in 
professional contexts.  

Students gain valuable skills including finding pertinent sources, evaluating 
knowledge, and synthesizing it through this process. Effective research and data collecting, 
which are essential components of many careers, require certain skills. Students who acquire 
these skills will be more prepared to take on challenging research projects and make wise 
selections in their fields of study. Through the process of analyzing evidence, recognizing 
biases, and deriving significant conclusions, students are also equipped with critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills thanks to the text-based approach. In academic and professional 
contexts, these abilities are highly appreciated since researchers need to be able to analyze 
complex data and communicate their conclusions in an understandable and engaging way.  

  
2. Fostering adaptability  

Both the workforce and higher education environments are always changing. 
Students are exposed to a wide range of writing styles and subject areas through textbased 
instruction, including literary and scientific reports (Langer & Applebee, 1987). This gives 
students the flexibility they need to deal with the information-rich world they will come into. 
They gain the capacity to modify their reading and analytical techniques to fit various text 
kinds, which will be useful when they come across new knowledge and obstacles throughout 
their life.  
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Students are able to adapt their reading and analytical strategies to match different 
types of texts through text-based instruction. This flexibility is essential in the fast-paced, 
ever-evolving world of today, when people need to be able to quickly adapt to new 
information and difficulties. Students who are more flexible will be better able to handle the 
demands of higher education and will be more competitive in the job market. They will also 
be able to navigate complex material and adjust to new conditions. Students gain from the 
flexibility that text-based learning fosters in both their personal and professional lives. They 
can use their knowledge of evaluating and understanding various text kinds to help them 
make defensible choices and overcome challenges when they come across new information 
and challenges.  

  
3. Lifelong learners  

The development of a passion of learning and critical thinking is arguably the biggest 
advantage. Students learn to examine, analyze, and establish their own opinions by working 
with a range of literature. This natural desire to learn carries over into higher education, 
when the ability to study independently is essential to success. Additionally, it gets students 
ready for the dynamic demands of the workplace, where adjusting to new technology, 
shifting market dynamics, and industry breakthroughs calls for constant learning and 
adaptability (Tidd & Bessant, 2020). In addition to providing students with knowledge, a text-
based approach gives them the skills and mindset they need to succeed in a society that 
values lifelong learning.  

Additionally, students' enthusiasm for learning and critical thinking equips them for 
the ever-changing demands of the profession. It takes ongoing learning and adaptability to 
keep up with new technologies, evolving market dynamics, and industry innovations in today's 
fast-paced and rapidly changing environment (Tidd & Bessant, 2020). A text-based approach 
gives students the tools and perspective need to thrive in this setting, where lifelong learning 
is crucial. A text-based approach not only equips students with knowledge but also with the 
skills and mindset necessary to thrive in a culture that places a high priority on lifelong 
learning. Students are better prepared to negotiate the complexities of the modern world, 
where new knowledge and technology are continuously emerging, by cultivating a passion for 
learning and critical thinking. 
 

4. Conclusion 
 

The article makes a strong case for why senior high school curricula that are text based 
benefit students in a big way. Students develop the critical thinking, communication, and 
information literacy skills necessary for success in both higher education and the working 
world by engaging with a range of literature. With this method, they are better prepared to go 
beyond simple memory and develop a deeper comprehension of the material. They develop 
their ability to analyze data, assess sources, and formulate compelling arguments. Their 
vocabulary and communication abilities are also strengthened by exposure to a variety of 
texts, which equips them to succeed in an environment that is rich in information. To put it 
simply, a curriculum that is based on texts enables students to develop into critical thinkers 
and lifelong learners who are prepared to handle the challenges of the contemporary world. 
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